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The novel Alone Out Here is an emotional joyride written by Riley Redgate. The story begins when the 

protagonist Leigh Chen is faced with a tough decision of saving a few people, or risking everything to save 

everyone else. They begin in the year 2072, where a natural disaster will destroy the Earth’s atmosphere. Only a 

few families have boarded the Lazarus, a rocket ship that will blast off into space, but the director would like to 

take off without the rest. Leigh has the opportunity to stop them, but she eventually passes out from the pressure 

and they take off into space. When she awakens the director is dead, and she must now lead the small number of 

passengers to their final destination of a new home planet. While on the ship, she meets Francisco, Anis, and 

Sergei. These three become close with Leigh, and she trusts them enough to start training the other travelers into 

having jobs on the ship to maintain stable living conditions. All the crewmates are given jobs and trained in 

ways to keep the Lazarus in stable and healthy condition. Eventually, as stress builds up in between all the 

crewmates, someone starts to turn on the others and hurt them for personal gain such as rations. This creates 

much anxiety in the group, and emotions are high. The crew gets close to finding out the two who were stealing 

from others, but this leads to the death of another crewmate, Irina, as an accident. This mentally damaged 

Sergei. Leigh learns that a crewmate named Caro is responsible for the stealing, but she has an accomplice. She 

vows to hide Caro because she feels bad for her. Leight hides this secret from everyone but Anis, who has 

developed an emotional relationship with Leigh. A few weeks later, the ship is now getting close to the 

destination, the HERMES, they all just have to hold out for one month, but they still have not caught their 

traitors. In the final two weeks before arriving at the destination, the entire crew is on edge, waiting to capture 

Caro, but then Anis outs himself as being the accomplice and is now hiding aboard the Lazarus for the final 48 

hours. Leigh still loves Anis and cares about Caro, so she now becomes a traitor as well to protect those two. In 

the last 24 hours, major fights break out between the trio of Caro, Anis, and Leigh, and the rest of the crew. 

After a while of running and hiding, the three escape to Hermes and are finally safe. 

 

Did the plot keep you interested? 

I was interested multiple times at different points of the story. For example, when Leigh found out who 

the traitor was, my interest peaked again, but the book started to slow down after that. 

 

Was the pace of the book too slow, too fast, or just right? 

I feel like the book was too slow because it dragged on some scenes for too long. I felt that there was no 

need to extend things such as looking for the traitor across multiple chapters. Some things would be better if it 

was kept to fewer chapters, and less details. 

 

What grade level is this book appropriate for?  

This book is appropriate for high schoolers, starting at 9th grade. I think this book contains some graphic 

scenes, death, and it has some profanity in it. The emotions/feelings in this book are high, so a more mature 

audience is required.  

 

What type of reader would you recommend this book to?  

 I would recommend this book to the type of reader that wants to know every little detail and how every 

character feels about a certain situation. For example, something as little as an argument over which person 

should do which job aboard the ship.  

 

Other helpful information for teens 

I would tell the readers to brace themselves for aggressive and strong feelings, and for some readers, 

emotional and sexual scenes are too much for them so I would prepare them for that.  



 

  I would rate this book 3 stars. This book was interesting with its many plot twists and crazy parts such 

as how Leigh became a traitor, how some members died and how everybody was on edge. There was way too 

much unnecessary information, which really spread apart the important parts of the book. This read became 

tough because it was hard to sit through pointless things such as every character commenting on something 

little. I did like how it was not that far out of the realm of realism. This could be very possible in the future, so it 

was cool to read since it wasn’t something completely impossible.  

 

Reviewer’s Name and Grade: Nitya M., 9th Grade 

Date Reviewed: March 19, 2024 

 Alone Out Here is a scientific fiction book made by Riley Redgate that is a book about the outcome of a 

post-apocalyptic future world. In the story the year is 2072. The plot starts out explaining that a gigantic volcano 

will erupt and that threatens to destroy earth completely. The world’s last hope lies in the hands of a group of 

teenagers who are in “The Lazarus” which is a prototype spaceship which is meant to be used when the world is 

going to end. When the eruption of the volcano occurs, the teens think they might not make it like the rest of 

humans but luckily their prototype Lazarus saves them from destruction. The group of teens led by Eli, who is 

also the pilot’s daughter, must make their way through the vast emptiness of the earth to find a new place that 

they can make a home and start populating. The Lazarus is the only hope of the continuation of humanity as it 

contains a collection of human history including wars and everything that has ever happened on earth, frozen 

animal DNA which can be used to bring back animals that are needed for survival, and 53 people that are terrified. 

Tensions continue to rise on the Lazarus as people fear the pressures of isolation and the fight for survival with 

the fragile peace and minimal privacy on the ship. A girl named Leigh Chen is put into a role that she could never 

imagine and fights with the weight of responsibility. She is given the goals of the ship’s missions and with this 

role she must fight for humanity. Alone Out Here is a thrilling story of survival, leadership, and about the human 

spirit and the fight to stay alive in this cruel world. Through the very low odds of survival the teens must live and 

bring back humans. 

 

Did the plot keep me interested?  

It was quite interesting. 

 

Was the pace of the book too fast, too slow, or just, right? 

The pace was fast but manageable at the same time.  

 

What grade level(s) is this book appropriate for? 

This book should be appropriate for grades 6 and up because the vocabulary might cause some trouble, but it is 

not too difficult to grasp, and the story is great. 

 

What type of reader would you recommend this book to?  

I would recommend this book to a new reader because this story is easy to understand and very easy to read, 

which is good for beginners. It also keeps the attention of people who don’t like to read. 

 

What other information do you think would be helpful for teens to know about this book? 

It would be important to note that almost all readers will like this book as it is easy to pick up. 

 

Rating: I give this book 5 stars because it kept my attention throughout the whole story, and it was a fabulous 

read. 



Reviewer Name and Grade: Amanda T., 7th Grade 

Date Reviewed: June 10, 2024 

The book “Alone Out Here” Takes place in 2072 from the view of protagonist Leigh Chen. Leigh Chen 

is 18 years old and is the first daughter of the United States. In the year 2072 the earth has become to damaged 

and natural diasters will soon make earth uninhabitable. Once this information was uncovered people’s lives 

turn upside down. Various trails for survival at different locations are launched but not one has succeeded, that 

is until the Lazarus. This ship is hoped to be the start of a successful human colony on another planet several 

light years away. The different countries have been fighting amongst themselves and everything seem hopeless. 

Then comes the launch of the Lazarus where something goes horribly wrong. They launch way before they are 

supposed to and only fifty out of the thousands of passengers made it on board before they had to launch. Then 

Leigh is faced with the decision to cancel the launch and endanger the lives of people already on board or leave 

all those people to their death. Frozen in the moment she is unable to make a decision, and just doesn't choose, 

afterwards she passes out. When she wakes up she gets struck with more bad news. The commander/pilot, who 

was the adult on board passed away because of an accident while taking off. Leaving Eli the commanders 

daughter to fill in her position. Because of the lack of adults on board the kids must step up and make up for 

their absence. Because of this the council forms which consists of Leigh, Francisco, Sergei, Caro and Eli. The 

others are split into different fields of jobs. Then worse news hits when it is learned that the seed pods which 

were supposed to be the source of their food was missing. So they had to alter their course and go to a failed 

colony in hopes of finding see pods there. Until then they must survive on a limited supply of meal bars. The 

horrible conditions and restricting meal plans have the passengers agitated. Which leads to many disagreements, 

one of the children Irina constantly disagrees with the councils decisions which leads to many problems. 

Eventually crimes start to turn up and it turns out Irina was behind most of them, which eventually leads to her 

getting unintentionally killed. Sergei who is Irina’s older brother gets harshly impacted by this. Then Anis who 

Leigh has developed a romantic relationship with, Leigh and Caro come up with a plan to turn the ship around 

because there is a chance that an experienced astronaut is stuck on earth who needs help. But they must do it in 

secret because Eli is dead set on their survival and refuses to go back. Them setting this plan into motion puts 

them in extreme danger. However once they get closer and closer to earth they realize that earth is actually fine 

for now. But before they can safely get off, Anis, Leigh and Caro’s identities get revealed and Leigh gets killed 

as she was protecting Anis. But in the end everyone else dismounts the Lazarus safely.  

 

 

Did the plot keep you interested? The plot definitely kept me captivated all throughout the story, it was 

one plot twist after another. For example when Leigh figures out Irina was behind the crimes. Was the pace of 

the book too slow, too fast, or just right? The pace of the book was a little fast because there were so many big 

things happening one after the other. And in other cases some scenes are stretched on for to long like searching 

for the traitor. However, overall it was still understandable. What grade level is this book appropriate for? This 

book would suit people in grades 7-9. It is like an emotional roller coaster which does require a certain level of 

maturity, but does not hold inappropriate scenes. However it does contain some death scenes and violence. 

What type of reader would you recommend this book to? I would recommend this to people who enjoy sci-fi, 

drama, adventure and romance. Also people who love experiencing tense moments that keep you on the edge of 

your seat or scenes that strike your emotionally. People who enjoy knowing specific details would also enjoy 

this book. Other helpful information for teens This book holds a high emotional capacity with the character 

getting over dramatic at times. So for people that are more impatient this book may not suit them because of 

how many points are elaborately described, for example how a character feels. 

 



 4 stars: I enjoyed this book and found it worthwhile reading This book left a strong impression on me and i 

really did enjoy it, but it doesn’t exactly suit my favorite kind of genre, so that’s just my personal opinion. 

 


