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This book follows Hope, the main character, as she breaks free from her family’s unforgiving lifestyle after the
disappearance of her sister. Hope grew up in a conservative Christian home, however she is quite the opposite
of the rest of her family; she loves rock music, she’s a little more alternative side, and her parents believe that
her favorite band is the devil speaking. Her sister, Faith, is more similar to her. Faith is accepting and non
judgemental of the music Hope listens to. Even better, Faith is dating a cashier at a record shop who loves rock
music just as much as Hope and is a girl. Things are perfectly normal for the two sisters until their parents find
out that Faith is dating a cashier from the record shop. Not wanting to go to the conversion camp her parents are
forcing her to go to, Faith runs away from home without warning. When Hope realizes that Faith completely
disappeared, she couldn’t be the same. She needed to change herself, break free of the conservative norms her
parents have pushed onto her. Hope gets a tattoo, showcasing that she is in fact no longer following her
mother’s rules. She even starts singing. Soon after Faith ran away, Hope found out her friend, and crush, Danny,
revealed that he was kicked out of his house. Looking out for him, Hope allows Danny to stay with her in her
house. The two of them bond and consequently, they both love music and making music, resulting in them
forming a band. This is the ultimate form of rebellion towards the lifestyle that has been pushed upon Hope and
her sister since the day they were born. Through Danny, her band, and the trials and tribulations she faces, Hope
learns to forgive and allow redemption. This book handles life lessons through drama and humor. It takes
readers on a rollercoaster of emotions, allowing them to laugh, cry, and sigh.

Did the plot (for fiction) or presentation of information (for nonfiction) keep you interested?

| felt that the plot of this book kept me interested. This book definitely takes you on a rollercoaster of emotions
and [ was on the edge of my seat. I almost didn’t want to put it down. The book gives Hope a strong voice that
makes it easy for readers to love both her and her story. Hope is one of my favorite characters that | have been
able to read about because of how complex she is. She is headstrong, outspoken, emotional, and overall just
really interesting.

Was the pace of the book too fast, too slow, or just right?

The pace of the book was a little too fast for my liking, although it was not too big of a deal. There were points
in the story where | felt like it was rushed and not complete, specifically at the end. I also felt that there were
things mentioned once that did not appear again that | had been looking forward to reading more about. | just
wish that it expanded more on certain aspects of Hope’s family life, especially the character development,
which seemed rushed to me.

What grade level(s) is this book appropriate for?
This book is appropriate for people in grades 9 or above. This is a book about teenage rebellion that people in
high school may be able to relate to better than any other audience.

What type of reader would you recommend this book to?
I would recommend this book to readers who like to dissect and analyze characters. Readers who love music
and drama may also enjoy this book. The characters in this book are filled with emotion and complexity.

What other information do you think would be helpful for teens to know about this book?
Some things to keep in mind for this book is that there is a lot going on at once. The clear topic of focus is Hope
rebelling against her family and their religious expectations, but there are also many elements that are



introduced that do not relate to any of that. Many things are brought into the story that end up getting
abandoned. The characters, although complex and developed, are not explicitly given the time to develop and
there are many holes to fill in the character development.

4 stars. | really enjoyed reading this book. My only problem with it was that it felt too rushed. I wish there was
more time given to develop deeper plot lines within the story. | found the writing style to be enjoyable,
especially the narration by Hope. She’s flawed, and this book embraces them, which I really liked about it. The
characters are so interesting, as well as the relationships formed between them. It’s funny, sweet, and emotional
all at once.
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"Hopepunk™ by Preston Norton is a captivating young adult novel that takes place in the small town of
Clarksdale, where the protagonist, Dan Holsworth, struggles with the weight of his family's expectations and
the burden of his own insecurities. The story is set in contemporary times, with a focus on the challenges faced
by teenagers in the digital age. Dan, a high school senior, is a complex character with a dry wit and a deep sense
of introspection. His journey is marked by a series of events that lead him to confront his fears, navigate the
complexities of friendship and love, and ultimately find hope in unexpected places.

Did the plot keep you interested? The plot of "Hopepunk™ is deeply engaging, weaving together themes of self-
discovery, friendship, and resilience. The emotional depth of the characters and the unpredictability of the
storyline kept me invested from beginning to end.

Was the pace of the book too fast, too slow, or just right? The pace of the book was just right, allowing for the
gradual development of characters and relationships while maintaining a sense of urgency in the narrative.

What grade level(s) is this book appropriate for? This book is suitable for readers in high school and above, as
it addresses mature themes and complex emotions that resonate with older teens and young adults.

What type of reader would you recommend this book to? | would recommend "Hopepunk™ to readers who enjoy
contemporary young adult fiction with a focus on character-driven storytelling and themes of hope, resilience,
and personal growth.

What other information do you think would be helpful for teens to know about this book? Teens should be aware
that "Hopepunk™ addresses sensitive topics such as mental health, family dynamics, and the challenges of
finding one's identity in a world filled with expectations and pressures. The book offers a poignant exploration
of these themes, providing a source of comfort and inspiration for readers facing similar struggles.

Rating: 5 Stars

"Hopepunk" deserves a 5-star rating for its compelling narrative, well-developed characters, and the poignant
exploration of themes that resonate with young adult readers. Preston Norton's storytelling prowess and the
emotional depth of the novel make it a must-read for anyone navigating the complexities of adolescence and
seeking hope in the face of adversity.



