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It’s not enough to say that Alina is in love with ballet. Ballet is her soul. Alina is ballet.
With her persistent training and talent she finally lands a spot in the prestigious American Ballet
Theatre summer intensive. The only issue is the multiple screws in her leg she wakes up with
after an awkward fall at practice. This fall completely shattered her leg, inhibiting Alina from
ballet completely and kissing her dreams of being a professional dancer away forever.

Quickly facing reality, Alina falls into a depression where she refuses to socialize with
friends, even her best ballet friend, Colleen. Despite her parent’s insistence to move on and find
new interests, she hides away in her room while watching ballet performances on her laptop.
That is, until November, when Alina chooses to push herself out of her comfort zone and
audition for Eagle View High School’s rendition of “Singing in the Rain.” The stakes are high,
but Alina gains the part of The Vamp, a role only requiring her to dance which she begins to
question. Her whole life had revolved around ballet but after her accident, was she willing to
dance again?

Through the play, she meets Margot, Jude, and Ethan. They quickly become a close-knit
group and share a distaste for Diya, the girl that ditched Jude for a once-in-a-lifetime choral
performance. Though Alina initially goes along with the termed nickname “Robobitch,” she
discovers the sheer similarities between her and Diya: they were both artists willing to dedicate
everything to their art. Alina begins to question whether her friends would also treat her like
Diya if she weren’t as close with them, but more importantly, she began to question whether her
years of ballet was worth enough to be sacrificing hangouts with her friends and other hobbies
like theater every year.

Along with this questioning, she begins to rethink her time at the Kira Dobrow Ballet
School and the roles she was given for performances like “Chinese Tea.” Deep down she knows
this is racism, since she’s the only Asian at her ballet school. What does it take to change? Her
old ballet instructor insists her decision to keep the same dance was for the sake of tradition. Will
Alina be the one to break through and make change in her life?

Did the plot (for fiction) or presentation of information (for nonfiction) keep you interested?
The plot did keep me interested. Alina does a lot of reflecting in the snapshot we see of her
junior year and I think that inner dialogue brought a deeper and more meaningful storyline to the
book. We also see a progression in character through this from starting junior year unwilling to
socialize with others to ending junior year with a new group of friends and a new definition of
dance.



Was the pace of the book too fast, too slow, or just right?

At times it was slow because the emotions she felt were very repetitive. For example, almost half
the book was her avoiding her best friend and feeling like she couldn’t fit in with dance that
wasn’t ballet. That isn’t to say there’s anything wrong with Alina feeling this way, but it
definitely began to grow monotonous in the first few chapters.

What grade level(s) is this book appropriate for?

This grade level would be appropriate for seventh graders and up. It teaches a valuable lesson of
being open to exploration and self-discovery and doesn’t have too many profanities besides a
nickname someone is called.

What type of reader would you recommend this book to?

| would obviously recommend it to a dancer or theater kid. It contains a lot of those themes that
they could probably relate to, like the exhilaration of performance. | would also recommend it to
others who aren’t into those hobbies because it still carries the valuable message of hardship and
persistence.

What other information do you think would be helpful for teens to know about this book?
Don’t always assume the worst about someone. I think that was definitely a side Mariko Turk
wanted to convey through her book.

4 stars: | enjoyed this book and found it worthwhile reading.

There were definitely moments where | was intrigued by the connections the author was making.
A lot of the story’s message was about change and being accepting of such change. Firstly,
Alina’s broken leg is a big change, then Alina realizing the discriminatory practices of her ballet
studio is change, and finally, Alina’s friend group is change. I liked that aspect a lot because it
enveloped the book under one main theme. However, like | mentioned previously, chapters
seemed repetitive and did not seem to progress the story. This didn’t stop me from finishing the
book but it’s definitely something to consider while reading.



