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1. What is the main plot of this book?

This book is about two people from very different walks of life finding out who they want to be,
without their parents' beliefs getting in the way. The main characters, Mina and Michael come
from very different backgrounds. One is a refugee from Afghanistan that has gone through
hardship after hardship to get to Australia and the other is the son of the leaders of a white
supremisist group called Aussie Values that hates any group of people coming into the country
and “stealing their jobs”. The two end up in the same school and after months of tenison end up
bonding over a Lord of the Rings marathon with a few of Mina’s new friends. Shortly thereafter
Mina’s parents, who had purchased a local restaurant and were just starting to get business
running, were attacked by unnamed people who broke windows and tables in a racist frenzy all
because they serve Hallal food and these people believed that Hallal food’s processes would be
sent to terrorist groups. Michael’s father is the leader of the group and this leads them into a
downward spiral between family and morals.

2. Which character did you most identify with and why?

There was no character that | truly identified with, each character was unigue in a way that was
meant to progress the story, instead of being identified with. I’m sure certain people would have
no problem identifying with these characters, but only if they had gone through a similar
experience.

3. What do you believe is the main message of this book?

| believe the main message of this book is acceptance. The main character is an immigrant that
came to Australia to escape the horrors of Afghanistan, all she does is try and fit in while still
retaining her culture. When Michael and Mina first interact you see that Michael has a racist
outlook toward her, put there by his parents.

4. Do you think the main message of this book was effectively integrated into the story, or did
it come across as too “preachy”?

| believe the main message was very subtly thrown into the mix, and made clear through
numerous transactions. Michael and his friends have learned to accept the mental disabilities of
others, but they can't accept someone of a different culture. They are one in the same when you
think about it. Whether you like it or not, it's part of who you are and you should not have to hide
it.

5. If two or more perspectives on an important topic were explored/presented in this book,
which one did you agree with and why?

The two perspectives presented in this novel were the defendants of racist beliefs and the
opposer of those beliefs. | personally aligned myself with the opposers, but because the book was



written with each character's perspective, as well as their parents and individual friend groups
views, | could feel myself start to believe the defenders.

6. In what ways (if any) were your beliefs about the topic changed or reaffirmed through
reading this book?

My beliefs were not changed in any way, if anything they were stabilized. The ideas that were
floated through this book were very much things I can believe and I understand.

7. What perspective, if any, do you think was missing from this book?

If there was a perspective here it would have to be someone who wanted to escape to Australia
from Afghanistan and knew nothing about the going ons that others have to deal with. However
this is done a small bit with Mina’s coming to Australia that is touched upon later in the book.

8. Did this book encourage you to pursue any topic further through more reading, research,
action, etc., and if so, how?

This book did make me want to research more thoroughly into the ideas presented, but | haven't
started that endeavor yet.

9. What type of reader (based on age, interests, perspectives, etc.) would you suggest this book
to?

A teen would do fine with this. It is a well written book, easy to comprehend and in no way
inappropriate. | believe all people should be educated in this way.

10. What other book(s) have you read that you think would make a good addition to this
category of the Perspectives Bibliography, and why?

| believe the book would make a great addition, it is a book based on
the killing of the neo nazi leader Jeff Hall. (I can't remember the book's name but it has a picture
of combat boots with red laces dripping blood on the cover.)***

***Teen Librarian’s Note: | believe that Owen is referring to Devils Within by S.F. Henson.



